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Background:

In 1997, the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) and the Los Angeles Department of
Transportation (LADOT) performed a feasibil-
ity study to determine the best means of reducing
congestion at the Ventura Freeway (U.S. 101) / San
Diego Freeway (I-405) interchange. One mitigation
measure proposed was the so-called Gap
Closure/Flyunder project to improve freeway access
from Sepulveda Boulevard and to ease the transition
onto the connector.

What the Work Involves:

The project extends the current auxiliary lane on the
northbound [-405 past the Greenleaf off-ramp
to the U.S. 101 connector. This project also will close
the loop on-ramp from eastbound Ventura
Boulevard and construct a bypass of the Ventura
Boulevard/Sepulveda Boulevard Intersection using
Dickens Street. The Sepulveda Boulevard on-ramp
will be reconfigured to  separate the U.S. 101 con-
nector on-ramps from the northbound 1-405 on-
ramp. The City of Los Angeles’s Sepulveda Boulevard
widening project is being combined with this project.

Benefits:

This project will enhance safety by reducing the need
to cross several lanes of traffic to access the connec-
tor. Combined with the 1-405 auxiliary lane and the
connector widening projects, completed in 2003, the
gap closure project will increase freeway capacity,
reduce congestion and improve traffic flow at one of
the busiest interchanges in the State.

Schedule:
Construction begins spring 2005
Construction ends spring 2007

Estimated Costs:
$46 million

Project Contact:
Public Affairs — Judy Gish (213) 897-3487.
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